THE MANUSCRIPTS
Nares signed the preface of Vol. I, which appeared in the following
year:
A Catalogue of the Harleian Manuscripts in the British Museum.    4. vols.
1808-12.
Vol. IV consists of indexes of persons and pkces and a subject
classification; it was the first work done for the Museum by T. H.
Home, who was employed by the Commissioners.
This catalogue, like Planta's of the Cotton MSS., was not a very
good piece of work, but suffers chiefly from being over a century old.
A new Harleian catalogue is one of the Department's greatest
desiderata, but the vastness of the task has perhaps been clearly enough
indicated even by the cursory notes above to show why a new Cotton
catalogue is to take precedence of it.
3. THE SLOANE MANUSCRIPTS
Part of Sir Hans .Sloane's large library consisted of some 4,200
MSS. Like his printed books they are very heterogeneous. Medicine
and natural history naturally bulk largely'among them, and include
the papers of many of the leading practitioners and scientists of his
own long lifetime. But he also had early texts, and though he was no
special collector of illuminations,'we may notice a thirteenth-century
French Chirurgie^ by Roger of Parma, illustrated with delightful
panels of miniatures showing various operations (Sloane MS. 1977).
He also collected in languages (over 250 volumes are Oriental),
music and history, including 168 charters of unknown provenance,
which Wanley wished to secure for Harley.8
As mentioned above in Part I (p. 44), Samuel Ayscough was
employed by the Trustees, before he joined the Museum Staff, to
catalogue the Sloane, with the Birch and other Additional MSS, to
.that date:
A Catalogue of the Manuscripts preserved in the British Museum, hitherto
undescribed.    1782.
This catalpgue was arranged in classes. It is not merely, as might
be expected from its date, on' modern standards very inadequate,
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